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1 Chron. XX1X. 11. Tuinz O Lorn is the Gruatness, and 

» the Power, and the GLoxy, and the Majesty : for all that 
is in the reba EN and in the Eantu is THine ; Tuine 
is the Kincpom O Lorp, azd Tuou art ExarTep as 
HEAD alové att ! 

Dan. IV. 35. He doth according to Hrs Wixt in the Anny 
of Hraven, and among the INMABITANTS of the Eantu: 
and none can flay His Hanp, or fay unto Him, what doft 

Hou ? 

Pfal. XXIX. 1, 2. Give unto the Lord, O yn Micuty, Give 
unto the Lord Giory and STRENGTH. Give unto the 
Lorp the GLory due unto His Nang, &c. 
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Th LORD, 


Man of War. 
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Exopus XV. 3. 


The LORD is @ Man of War ; The LORD is 
3 His Name, 


: oon HESE Words «are part of the Zi. 
aan j umphant Song, which Mofes the 
Ge {3% Captain General of the Eft s of rae} 
= T gig) indited by Divine Infpiration, to 
Qexee89 exprefs their Gratitude to Gop, and 

SEH RH to celebrate His Name & Praife, for 


their miraculous Deliverance from the 
Hands of their enraged Enemies, at the Sea, even 
at the Red Sea, : 


This Marvellous work or wo 
tion’d to the Honour of Gop? 
both in the Old Teftament and 
is a wonderful work to be always remembred by his 
Church and People to the end of the World ; ef. 


pecially 


nder is often men- 


S excellent Majeity - 
in the New; and Tg 


2 Tie LORD, a Man of War. 


pecially fince it was Typical of our Eternal Re- . 


demption and Spiritual. Deliverance by Cunisr the 
Captain of our Salvation. © 


aChe Ose would fail me, to give ap Hiftorical 
Narration of the whole’ matter. It fhall fuffice 
therefore to obferve, 


That after the-Children of Urael had obtain’d 
leave ‘from Pharaoh their crue! Oppreftor, to depart 
our of Egypt, and they had March’d to the Borders 
of His Kingdom ; it repented this ambitious Mo- 
narch, and vexed hig Soul, that.he. had confented 
thereunto ; though He had ftood it/out even to the 
Jaft extremity. k ; 


He refolves therefore, if poffible; to bring them 
back & reinflave them, or howeverto be thorough- 
ly reveng’d on them;for thofePJagues he had been 
vifited with upon their account. Accordingly he 
Levies a numerous Army, and mufter’d all his forces 
of Chariots and Horfemen 3-for it is thought, he 
took none of the Foot with him,becaufe the King’s 
Bufinefs required haite., ; - 


Then does he declare his.purpofes at the Head 
of his Cavarny, affures them of thé Victory ‘before 
the'Engagement, and. that, his brandifh’d Sword 
thould reduce the Fugitives, or be Drunk with the 
Blood of the Slain. . Context ver. 9,2 be enemy faid, 
Iwill purfue, I will overtake, I will dinide the fpoil.: 
my luft foall be fatisfied upon them, Twill draw. my 
ford, my hand foall deftroy them. ~°Yis delivered’ 
in an elegant figure, and beavtequs form ofSpeech, 
but the matter of itis Proud and Infolent withour 
a parallel! Surely he had forgot bis pait fucceflefs 
attempts to keep them in Slavery, orthat Gon had 
by his powerfulArm broken theit Yoke sae santed 
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the Egyptians with a feries of Judgments, till “twas 
thought they themfelves,fhould be’ next ftruck dead 
by the blow of his Hand. “* Or,did he think that 
Gop’s A'm was*now fhortned, ‘that his Weapons 
were blonted,and that the Magazene of his Plagues 
was wailed, or that his’Strength was too weak to 
preferve thofe whom: -he hadeRedeemed with an. 
High Hand 2”: “However, *his Heart being hard= 
ned, and truftingto his Sword and Militiajhe ru fh’d 
fwiftly on: to: his: own-Deftriction; as we fhall fee 
in the fequel> < at har 2 mai 
“It’s trues:he bad -now-to deal with an unarmed 
People;-unprovided for Defence,and whofe Jae 
Slavery had’rendred them unfit for Military Enter 
prizes ; and although they went out in good order, 
in Rank and File ; having five in a Rank,as fome ; 
or in five Squadrons as others; yet they werea very 
unequal:Match for a well furnith’d and difciplin’d 
Army. NeverthelefsPharaoh had but little reafon 
to promife himfelf the Victory, and to glory. 
in his fuccefs’ beforehand; becaufe Ifrael had) the 
fame Almighty Power to protect them in their 
March, ‘that had bro’t them out of their Bondage: 


Thus did Sifera’s Mother once vainly Triumph 
in a viGtorious hope before the Battle of her Son - 
But though fhe Sung Ze Déwi before the Coignians, 
yet after the Engagement fhe chang’d it for the 
MournfulNotes of Domine Miferere Mei! Ang jt was 
much like this, but worfe, in the cafe before ug! 


The Egyptian Hofts purfu’d till they came near 
to the Ifraelitith Armies; who had encamp'd by Di- 
vine Order before Pi-hahiroth, between Mi dol 
and the Sea,over againft Baal-zephon. Andwhen ~ 
they beheld the Chariots behind them, they were 
thrown into the greateft fear and amazement; for 

1 they 
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they Were fo encompa{s’d on every fide, that De- 
firuction {eem’d unavoidable. 


They beheld a Deep-Sea before them, as fome 
fay, three Leagues over ; 4 numerous and potent 


’ Army behind them fir'd with Indignation & Rage 


On the one hand was a range of deep and craggy 
Rocks, and Mountains that were impaffible ; and 
on the other, asfome think, Forts and Garrifons 


upon the Frontiers of Egypt. And in the midft of 


themfelves, what a confufed Noife and Murmurs 


efpecially among their Women & Children ? every © 


Heatt panted for fear, and palenefs feiz’d every 
Face ; that, Unarm’d andDefenfelefs as they weres 
they thould lye at the Mercy of a. Bloody-Zyrants 
and a Savage Enemy. 


Now in this Mount the Lord was feen : and) the 


People ftood ftill to behold the Salvation of the 
Lord !'The Gop of their Fathers commanded Mofes 
to ftretch forth his hand over that arm of the Sea ; 
ne by a ftrong Eaft-wind he caufed it to go back 5 
aidtie it as the dry Land, and.the Waters were 
ee “ The Sea fuffers violence to preferve 
fi ops People, and that Liquid Element is tranf= 
orm’d as it were into a Wall of Brafs.” 


dope Himfelf march’d before them in the Pillac 
Cl A as their Leader ; and was in the Pillar o 
oe behind themas their Rere-ward ; and the 

Aters Were a Wall to them, that the Egyptians 
pet charge them in the Flank either on the 


Right ov Left - : e 
aie Mae + and they pafs’d fafely to the oP 


The Egyptians being Infatuated, in the heat of 
their purfuit, went in after them, into the midft of 
the Sea ; and here they march’d-for fome time as 

fafely, 


‘ 
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fafely. and triumphantly as Ifrael did ; till the Lord 
Jooked wpon their Hoft and troubled them. .Some 
think that they heard or faw fuch voices or fights 
from the Pillar of Cloud, which put them into the 


greateft’ Con{ternation, and ftruck them with a- 


panic Fear. ‘They drove on heavily,plung’d' almoft 
every ftep, and would fain have Retreated, but 
*ewas all. in vain. E 


' Jenovan is now refolv’d to be Eas'd of his Ene= 
miesjand to be 4veng’d on His Adverfaries : where= 
fore when the Hofts & People of Ifrael, and their 
Subftance were fafely arriv'd on the other fidé 
Then did God Command Mofes His Servant again 
to ftretch forth his hand ; he did fo, and the Wa~ 
ters returned to their place, and overwhelm’d the 
whole Egyptian Hoff, {o that not fo much as one 
efcaped. 
the meeting of theFloods more fwift and boifterouss 
and they ‘were fuddenly and irrecoverably loft. 
Context ver. 10. Thou didft blow with thy wind, the 

fea. covered then : they fank as lead in the mighty 
waters. ' 


Come fee what fearful Defolations the Lord has 
made! The former Plagues were but fmaller wounds 
in the Egyptian ftate, but now the glory, power 
and ftrength of Egypt, are buried in the Sea to 
their utter ruin. : 


The Ifraelites faw their Bodies afterwards {cat- 
ter’d upon the Sea fore numerous as the fands = 
This Tragical Spectacle greatly affected the Peo. 
ple ; as well as the wondrous Mercy they had re- 
ceiv’d at God’s Hand: They were now afhamed 
we thei Ba ees . Peps & were refolv’d 
to truft in the Name of the Lord, a Magni 
their God for ever. nae mee 

‘ Te 


God blew with His Wind, which made ~ 


or ee 
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- To affift them:in this Duty, Mofes the Man of 
Gop, pens This Divine Song,which isa PANEGYRIC 
tothe praife of Gop’s Power in their Salvation,and 
of his Victory over their Enemies. “Mofes led in 
the facred Anthem ; the whole Affembly joins him 
in it 5 and how harmonious the Sound, how fincere 
and exalted the Praife > 


~ And as it was defign’d to give that glory to Gop 
which was due to his Name ; fo to Him he directs 
it, under.a Name and Title {vited to the’ great oc- 
Gafion; .as\in the words read, The LORD is a Man 
of War, ; the Lord is his Name. Which intimates 
that. the Lorp Jenovan is moft skilful powerful 
and fuccefsful in all his Engagements againft His 
and his People’s Enemies. --- The phrafe a Mav of 
War is defcriptive of an eminent and compleat War-= 
rior; moft expert and valiant in Wars and Battles. 
Tt is a form of Speech ufual in theScripture,asInter- 
Preters fhew us. 
foft and fluent Tongue, is call’d a Man of Words, 
Exod. 10. 4. And Mofés faid unto the Lord, O my 
} Lord 3 Tam not Eloquent ; or ¢ Man of Words, as 
the Margin has it according to the Original. Soa 
Strong and Mighty Man, is called a Man of Arm, 
Jo 22. 8. But as for ibe Mighty Man &e, the 
Marae preferves the Hebraifm and reads it, the 
? an of Ari ; as if he was all’ Arm, Strength and 
ower. And thus a Man of War, denotes an €X- 
_Perienc’d, expert, couragious & victorious Warriors 


T Sam. 17. 33, Thou art but a Youth, and He a. 


Min of War from bis TWuth. 


But fome fuppofe that the expreffion, ¢ Aa” of 


War, being applied to the Lord Jehovah, does 
intimate that Jesus Curisr who is Man, as well as 
Gop, is intended in the Words. However that 
be, fo it is indeed, that He is the Captain of our 


Salvation, 


Thus a Man of Eloquence, of a ; 


» ten, King of Kings, 


’ nemies, Tfai. 63. init. 


- thy garments li 


rr. 


Salvation, the Captain of the Lorp’s Hofts, and 
vidtorious over his Enemies. Jofhua beheld’ him 
“at Jericho, in the’ form of @ Man with a Sword 
drawn in his Hand.;. and when He enquired who 


he was &c. He anfwered that He was Prince or 


Captain of the. Hufis of the LORD : and. as fuch, 
He fell on his face and worfhipped Him.” John. 
the beloved Difciple in his vifions of Him, fawa 
Two-edged Sword proceeding out of His Mouth, 
and on his Vefture and on his Thigh a Name writ= 
and Lord of Lords, and the 
Aries follwing after Ain. Waiah beheld Him 
with his Prophetical Eye, in His Triumphant re= 
turn from his Conquetfts, and Victory over his’ E= 
Who is This that cometh from 


Edom, with died Garments from Bozrah ° This that 
is glorious in. bis apparel, travelling in. the greatne/s 
of his Strength 2 Tthat (peak in vighteou/ne/s, Mighty 


to fave. Wherefore art thou ved in thine apparel,and. 
he bim that treadeth in the wine fat 2 


J] bave trodden the wine prefs alone &e. 


The Doétrinal Obfervation from the Words may 
be this, . - i , 


Docr. That the LORD GOD of Ifrael, is e- 
minently @ Man of War. 


Now in the management of this point, I fhall 
attempt, 


Firft, To fay what is contained in'This Defcrip- 
tion of the Almighty ; or inftance in feveral things 
wherein it evidently appears, that Gop the Tens 
is by way of eminence, a Man of War. 


" Secondly, V fhall briefly apply the truth in fome 


ufelul Infereaces and Reflections ; and more par- 
B2 : * ticularly 


Tle LORD, a Man of War. Tener y. 
ot » . ~~ ~ oes Q 


r 
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The LORD, a Man of War. 


ticularly with’a view to the occafional Solemnities — 


and Military Actions of the Day. 


1. Lam to fay what is contain’d in this defcription 
of the Almighty, that He is a Man of War; and in- 
Lance in feveral Lhings, wherein it evidently appears 
gn manifets it felf. And this may be done in the 
feveral following particulars, which may fuffice to 
illuftrate the truth. ; 


t The LOR Dis eminently a Man of War, as 
146 i$ the Chief and abfolute Monarch €§ Commander 
ef all the Creatures which He bas made. 


The Lorn He isGop ; He hath made all Things, 
and for His Pleafure and Glory they are and were 
Created, He uttered forth the Word of his Al- 
Mighty Biat and all things ftarted into Being. He 


ath made the Heavens, yea the Heaven of Hea~ ~ 


Vens with all their Hots, the Earth and all that is 
‘heteon, and the great and wide Sea, with the in- 
AuMmerable things that are therein. 


And as it is His Divine Prerogative upon this - 


eyeuat, fo. Gon is the Bleffed.and only Pctentate, 
- Kingdom is an Everlafting Kingdom ; and His 
™nion tuleth over ALL» — 


, 
and nai lerioas Armies of Heaven above ; the Wife 
cnliarl th Angels of His prefence, which are pe 
of the ¥ 48 Flofts ; and the innumerable Inhabitants 
of Dap: 3 and the forlorn Regions of the Prince 
under Hes, his ‘principalities and powers, are all 
folute Dj Commands or Reftraints, and at His abe 
& Difpofal: 4 Of the former of thefe, God has 
** that were never disbanded : :e¢gu~ 
Been well Difcipiin’d Tee thee are always 
feady, never at a lofs, neyer Mutiny ; they are ce= 
: terane 


ee Pg es * a 7 er er 


terane Soldiers,that have been long in His Service ; 
and fo victorious that they never fail’d of Succefs, 
and never will, while they Obey,the voice of their 
King and God.” f 


‘And not only rational and moral Agents, but 
the Animate and Inanimate World are governed and 
employed by Him. 


The Beafts and Birds, all Infeéts, and Reptiles, 
and the. numerous Things that creep in the Sea ; 
and even the fiercer Crocodile, and the invulnerable 
Leviathan belong to his Hofts and Armies. 


So the Light and Darknefs, Fire & Hail, Snow 
and Vapour, Thunder and Lightning, Stormy 
Wind and Tempetts, are all of his Divine Artillery:; 
and he makes them Inftruments in his Hand, ‘to 
the Vexation & Deftruction of his Enemies when- 
ever he fees meet, : \ 


He fent forth a Detachment from moft of thefe 
Regiménts, againft the People and Kingdom of B. 
gypt, and they were confumed and devoured by 
them. And the Scriptures furnifh us with many 


‘other inftances of this kind, which I ftay not now 
“to mention. 


Upon this account then, the Lorn may be cali’d 
by way of eminence a Man of War ; as all theAr- 
mies of the Creatures above and below, from the 
Higheft Angel to the moft contemptible Worm, yea 
to the moft negle€ted Plant and Vapour, are at fo 
Difpofe. No wonder then that Bildad demanded 


ashe did, Job 25. 3. Is there any number of bis armies? 

Gop is the abfoluteMonarch of theUniverfe,the 
Leader. and Commander of the Creatures ; they all 
BS \ " obey 
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Man of War. 


obey the Voice of his Word, and obferve and ful- 
“ fil che Commands and Orders which he gives forth 
from his exalted Throne. 


2. Lhe Lord is eminently a Man of War, as He 
difpofes Men’s Hearts to engage in Wars & Batiles. 


The Hearts of all Men are in the Hands of 
Gop ; He turns them which way fo ever He pleafes, 
and over rules them, to ferve His great Ends and 
Purpofes, his Glory & Defigns in the World; whe- 
ther they be the) Hearts of His Friends, or of His 
Enemies, But Gon’s Hand is more efpecially 
feen, or his Permiffion granted, in the Provocations 
to Wars and Battles>among, Men. When their 
Minds are taken off from Peace and Amity, and 
they are difpos’d to Contend in a Field of Blood, 
land have their Cabinet Councels, to contrive, pre- 
paré'and execute the Srratagems of War. 


Thus it was from the Lonp JEHOVAH, that Pha- 
vaob's Heart was. jo hardned againft. Gop and His 


+ Peoples as to go forth to Battle againft them 5; but 


‘it was becaufe Gop had purpos-d.to deftroy him 
andvhis gallant Armies:--- And it was of Gop that 


Rehoboam was fo invariably fet to hearken to the . 


Councel of his young and giddy Cavaliers, and to 
turn a deaf ear to the Sage Advice of his venera- 
ble and experienc’d Councellors; that.Gop might 


rend teh Tribes from him, that would rife up im 


Arms againgt Him. --- It was alfo of Gop, that 
Ahab, was fo immoveably fixed, to go to War a- 


gaint Ramoth-Gilead, that he might be wounded - 


and fall in the Field of Battle. 


Gop as the Governour of the ‘World, has great 
and fecrét Defigns to-carry on in the Barth ; and 


He is pleas’d often to-do it, in the Bloody fens 
} ' ; ; le) 


+ 
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of War. When a People have fin’d againft Him 
and provoked Him by their Inventions ; He raifes 
up anotherNation as a Rod of His Anger to punifh 
them ; and in their turn He takes theRod & burns 
it in the fame flames. Agreeably weread of Gop’s 
influence in matters of War in His Word, r Chron: 
5. 22. And there fell down many flain, vecaufe the 
war was of GOD. - And again,Jer. 25. 39. Yefball. 
not be unpunifbed 3 for I will call for @ fword, faith 
the LORD if bofts. ; aS ; 


So that upon this account alfo, and from the ins> ° 
fluence whichAlmighty Gop has in difpofing Men; 


' Nations or particular Perfons to Wars and Battles, 


He may eminently’ be called a Man of War ;-as 
qell as the Gop of thefpirits of all flesh. ; 


3. The Lord is eminently a Man of War, as Te 
miufters the Forces together, and leads them as 
their General intothe Field of Battley:»~ s 


GOD not only difpofes Mens Minds to Wars 
and Contentions, but muffers them together for 


‘the Field of Battle: “He raifes their Forces and 


colleéts their numerous Armies principal and auxi« 
liary, Vai. 13. 4, Lhe Lord of bofts mufereth the 
Hoft of the Battle. 


Men indeed aé- ‘freely and according i 
Minds and Counfels in thefe Affairs , eael ae 
any neceffity laid upon them by the divine Will 
and Purpofes ; yet, the Finger of Gop mut be ace 
knowleged in-fo great’an Event as this.» No Arm 
could be rais’d, no Regiments or Battalions diac 
up in the Sear of Action, if He that was not the 
Lorp General of the Hofts of the Univerfe did 
not Call for them. 

ig 


é 
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» If we look into the Book of the Wars of the Lord, 


and .confider the Story of the Engagements of his 
ancient People, we may eafily fee a {pecial Hand 
of Divine Providence therein, and that in the 
very beginnings of the War; as rdifing Forces, 
muttering Armies, giving Orders &c. ai. 5 26. 


And be will lift up an Enjign tothe Nations from far, - 


and will bifs unto them from the end of the Earth ; 
and behold they fall come with fpeed fwiftly. If 


Almighty Gon did but give an Hi/s or a Nod, or. - 


the leaft intimation of His Sovereign Mind in this 
café, the Cry would immediately be, #0 Aras, to 
rms. YE Gon does but lift up His Exfign and 


Standard, vat and numerous Armies, a fierce and 


formidable Hoft thall draw near to. his Banner, 
teady to hear the words of Command, and to ex- 
€cute His Pleafure. ; 


«That was juftly efteem’d a proud and arrogant 
peech in Pozepey, when one of. his Officers, told 
him they wanted Men : Let me, fays he,but ftamp 
my foot on the Ground of Italy, thea I fhall’ have 
€N' eno’, Horfemen and Foot-men from every 
een? and when he attempted it, he was fhame- 
H y difappointed. But not fo with the Lonp of 
ae andthe Gop of Armies; let Him but lifp 
: € Word, or fignify His Sovereign Pleafure ; and 
© Him will the gathering of the People be, they 
will March with {peed, fwiftly to fight the Lorp’s 


‘Battles.---. 


ne then G OD Almighty comes Himfelf asthe 
ENERALISsIMo into theField with his People. He 

not only mutters the Hoft, but leads them forth,and 

fets them in Battle Array, : 


Sometimes indeed He leads the Enemies of His 
People againft them, to punifh them for their 
apoftacies 


} 
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apoftacies and rebellions againft Him ; but ufually 
He is. wit’ His People as their Chief Commander, 


to lead them on to, and to direct and encourage 
them in, their Martial AGtions and Enterprizes. 


This was the encouragement which the Priefts were ~ 


directed to give Gon’s People of old, when they 
were engaging in Battle, Deut. 20. 3, 4. Hear O 
Vrael, you approach this day to battle ae ‘your Chem 
mies : let not your bearts faint, fear not and do not 
tremble, neither.be.ye terrified beeaufe of them: The 
reafon follows, Fur the LORD your GOD is be that 
Zocth wih you, to fight for you againft yaur enemies, ta 
fave you, 7. e. Hewill be yourGeneraz at the Head 
of your Armies to lead you on againft your Ene- 


~ miés, and to make you victorious over them. 


And how Glorioufly did He march before His 
People Ifrael when he brought them out of the” 
Houfe of their Bondage ? Was it, poffible they 


fhould: ever have obtained fo many Victories as 


they did over fuch Puiffant Enemies, with their 
Chariots of Iron, if the Lorn of Hofts had not 

been in their Front, and fought their Battles for 
them? .Anddit is His Prefence and Influence that 

‘makes their Arms profperous. Zech. yo, §. And 

they foall be as mighty men which tread down theiy 

enemies as the mire of the fireets in the batte) 54a 

rhey foal fight becaufe the LORD is with ther. ay 

rhe riders on boufes foall be confounded, ue) 


Moreover, according to.the Military ftile, the 
Lorp is alfo their Lisurznant-Genrnat ; He ig 
not only in the Front butin the Rear to fecure and 
defend them. Ma. 52. 12. Hor the LORD will ¢g 
before you : and the GOD of Vrael will be jour Rerea 
ward. Aod thus He was in the Pillar of Cloud 
betWixt the Egyptians and Ifraelites, when Pha- 
raoh -and his hoft, were sous to attack them. 


Surely ~- 


id The LOR D, a Man of War. 
% Surely that Army that has Almighty Gop both 


‘in the Front and Rear, muft be call’d Invincible 5 
they miuft needs be fafe, profper and prevail. j 


4. The LORD is exninently a Man of War, as He 
Tnftradts the People in the Art and Myftery of 
Wats and endows them with Martial Skill and 
Valour: 


The Lorp Juftruéis the People in the Art of War. 
He led them firft into the difcovery of t ules 


_. andMethods of it ; Heé enables them to apply thera 


and to improve upon them : and when’ any -are 
excellently well skill’d therein, in all their Military 


Exercifes, Poftures, Encampments,Engagements,&c. ' 


they are Taught & Inftruéted by the Lorp. Pfal. 


344, 1. Bleffed be the LORD my firength, which 


teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight. 


And then Gop direé&ts in every Defign,and fug- 
gefts fuch politic Counfels, that the moft expert 
Mairiors could not invent or guard againft. Other 

enerals have their Counfels of War upon Emer- 
Sencies, to advife,. encourage and ftrengthen one 
anu : But the Lory of Hofts the Wonderful 
Tapes has all Wifdom and Counfelin Him- 
4. > 4nd Communicates of them-to all that are un- 
an Hit---The Lorn accounts it his Glory, that 

RS teaches the Plowman, to open and break the 
eos of the Earth, and to Sow his Seed, &c. But 
Ow much greater is his Glory to giveWifdom and 


Skill to Order and lead forth Armies, for their 


Safety, Defence and ViGory? This cometh from 
the Gop of Armies, who is_wonderful’ in Coun/él. 
and excellent in Working. Sant 2 


Os the other fide, it is the Lorn alfo that takes 
alvay Counfel, and ‘defeats the Defigns againfthis ° 


People ; 


F 
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People ; fo he turned the Counfel of crafty Achito- 
phel into follifhnefs. Gop befotts them ‘in their 
Confultations,mingles a perverfe deceitful Spirit a- 
mong:Men, and fcatters darknefs in their paths, 
fo that their Counfels are turned upfide down,and 
they are fnared in the work of their own hands. 
Ifa. 19. 11. Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, ‘the 
counfel of the wife counfellors of Pharcab ts. become 
bruitifo. The princes of Nopb are deceived, they Baue-— 
alfo fedaced Egypt: And we fee the fatal iffue of i 
in the cafe that has been mentioned. 13 


But then as the Lonp gives Wifdom and'Coun- 
fel, fo He gives Courage and Prowefs in War. Then 
are Some mighty Men of Valour ; they face the 
greateft Dangers, and out-brave the King of Ter- 
“ors himfelf, marching in his moft frightful Forms 
againft them. When the Spirit of the Lorp camé 
upon Sampfon, Gideon and otlfers, what valiant 
‘Soldiers were they, and how great their exploits 2 
They fubdued Kingdoms, ftopped the Mouths o£ 
Lions, out of Weaknefs were made Strong, waxed 
valiant in Fight, and turn’d to flight the Armies of 
the Aliens. Were there ever more brave and un-= 
daunted Spirits, more refolute, heroic and magna 
nimous Warriours ? Verily there is no Valour like 


That of Gon’s infufing. 


But then as the Lonv gives a Spirit. of Courage 
and Puiffance, fo He takes it away: Then she 
ftouteft Champions become the greateft Cowards 
and their Hearts melt and fink within them, fo that 
they flee even before a Leaf fhaken with the Wind 
and are affcighted at their own fhadows. Iai, 19. 
16. In that day foall Egypt be like unto Women ; and 
it fall be afraid and fear, becaufe of the Soaking of 
ihe band of the Lord of bofts which be foaketh over #- 


Ce ‘seit Sab 


i? skilfully ma 


vey The LORD, 4 Man of War. 

_ © So that upon this account alfo the Lorp may be 
called 4, Man of War, as He inftruéts the People in 
the Art and Myftery of ir, direéts their Counfels, 
and endows them with Martial Skill: and Valour ; 


fo that they are expert in War, and mighty in 
Battle. 


5. The LORD is eminently a Man of War, as He 
hath the abfolute difpofals of all the Weapons in 
the Day of Battle. pa 


~Altho’ He endows Men with Wifdom & Cun-. 


. Bing, to make the Inftruments of War, and Skill 
and Courage to ufe the Martial Weapons ; yet He 


teferves toHimfelf thePrerogative to difpofe of them - 


as tothe Event. All the Weapons ufed by theSons 
ef War, and the mof formidable preparations of 
the ftcongeft Armado, fhall be of ufe only fo far as 
_ the Lord pleafeth. Agreable to this is that pro- 
mife which God made to his ancient People, Ifai. 
, 24:17. No weapon that is formed againft thee fball 
Profper. i. e. Ifany be pointed at thee, tho’ never fo 
: naged, it fhall not harm thee: It hall 
mifs the Mark, fall out of the Hand of your Ene- 


Mies, Or recoil upon them to their own Wounding 
and Hurt. : ; 


Swords and Spears in the Hand of the moft vali- 
ant, fhall be but as the feeble Reeds and Straws, 
unlefs Gop give them a Commiffion to devour and 
deftroy >, And when He lifts up his Voice, a blaft 
of Rams Horns, and the ratling of broken Pitchers, 
fhall do more Execution, and demolith Walls and 
Caftles more effectually, than Battering Rams, the 
Roaring Canon, Bombs or Granados, ve ' 


Thus we have fometimes heard, that an Army. 


fas been miferably defeated, that was admirably 


| well | 


) 


» Batteries, did not anfwer their name. 


ere Yeeros | ee eee es 


“ae ; : ? 
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well equip’d, and prepar’d with Martial Engines 


and Weapons of War ; and tho’ they ftil’d them- 
felves Invincible’; Their Arms and Artillery, their 
Gallies and Fire Ships, their floating Caftles and 
Gop dif= 
appointed them_; they were afhamed and con= 
founded, defeated & fcattered. This is the Lorp’s 
doings and fhould be marvellous in our eyes! Who 
is like unto the Lorp among the Gods, who is like 
unto Him ? Fearful in Praifes, working Wonders, 
He Governs thefe Events without controul. He 
breaks the-bow in pieces, cuts the pears im Sinder, 
burns the chariots in the fire; and will have aij - 
the’ Armies know that He is GOD ; That~the 
Lives of all are in His Hand ; and that the Wea. 
pons form’d againft them  fhall profper or be de- 
feated, according to His Sovereign Purpofes ang 


Will. 


- ‘The Bow drawnat a venture, and the Gun ditt 
charg’d without fight, are directed by the Proyj.. 
dence of Gop. So that in Life and Déath none 


“may fay, a Chance has happen’d to them, 


6. The LORD is eminently a Man of War, as He 
caufes it to Continue orCeafe wheneverHe pleafes. 


Thus Sovereign is Almighty Gop in the Manage- 
ment of the grand Affairs of War. 

The Sword fhall not be drawn till He Zives the 
the Word of Command ; and when ivis unfheath’a 
it hall not be return’d into it’s Scab-boara til] 
He requires it. This is defcrib’d by the Prophets: 
Jer. 47: 6,7. O thou fword of the LORD, bow Wilk 
willit-be cre thou be quiet ? put up thy Self into thy 
feadbbard, refi and be fill. The reply is, How can it 
be quiet, fecing the Loxn bath given it a charge a= 

3 gain 


, 


! 


38 


| : 


| Weare apt to look at Men altogether in the 
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gainft Afokclon, and againft the fea foore ? There 
bath he appointed it. 


Andiit fhall chide upon a People till it has ac- 
complifh’d the ends for which it was fent. Hof. 11.6, 
And the fword foal abide on.bis cities, and confuse 
bis branches, and devour them, becaufe of their own 
counfels, Wow long a TimeWars thall continue in 
a Land when the Bloody Scene is opened,or when 
they fhall ceafe, and be turned into Peace, is whol- 
ly of the appointment of the Lorn. of Hofts. His 
Providence works in continuing the hoftile {piritin 
upholding Parties,in beinging in Supplies and Recruits 
inibreaking afunder Leagues and Treaties, and in ine 
creafing the provocations to the War,.&c. 


continuance of a War ; now though it be true that 
Their haughty {pirit,and mutual Provocations, are 
the Secondary caufes both of the beginning and 
Continuance of War, yet there is an over-ruling 
Providence, difpofing and ordering thefe things, 
for wife and good, though it may be, fecret ends 
and purpofes, 


Asthe War begins in the day that Gon has 
fixed, fo it concludes at the time that He has ap- 
Pointed; and cil’ that happy Period arrives, all 
Negotiations for Peace, and the Accommodation. of. 
differences among the Nations will be fruitlefs and 
ineffe€tval. ~ But when Gon fays, “it is enough 3; 
then the Sword {hall -be fheath’d again, and the de- 


flroying Angel return to render an account of the , 


flain unto the Loxp of Life and Glory. 


Here then we may \alfo further-obferve, that 
God puts a period to War, or fometimes marvellou/!y 
prevents it, as Heat other ‘Times calls-into the pee 

mee) 


7 
\ 
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of Battle, there to hear the confufed Noife, and 
to be clad im Gariments rolled in Blood. Pf{al. 46.9. 
He maketh Wars tocea/e unto the Buds of the Earth. 
Hfai. 2. 4 And thiy foall beat their Swords into 
Plow-fbares, and. their Spears into Pruning-hocks. 
Nation foall not lift up Sword againft-Nation, neither 
Soall they learn War any more. 2 4 


GOD founds a Retreat, calls. off. the Nations, 
from oppofing: and deftroying one another, and 
disbands the moft furious Armies: Hence. that is. 
part of Gon’s royal Character, Pfal. 65. 4. Wbich 
fiilleth the Noife of the Seas, the Noife of their Waves 
and the Tumult of the People.‘ iN An Hales 


‘We have a furprizing Inftance of Gon’s Power 
and Influence in preventing of Waviand Blood-fhed. 
in the cafe of Rehoboam, recorded 1 King. 12. 2x, 
We have not the like in all the Book of God; nei. 
ther is there any thing to be compar’d unto. it be- 
fore or fince-in the: Earth. a atc 


»°Ring’ Rehoboam was greatly incenfed acain : 
mrabes that fell off from him ete was in * eae 
Rage and Ferment as we may fuppofe a Furiofo to. 
be rais’d into ; and‘the Flame was blown up to the 
Heighth by the heady & unexperienc’dCourtiersq. 
pout-him. He had rais’d an Army ftrong eno? ; an 
Hundred & Fourfcore Thoufand Men ; a Michty 
Hoft this ! mufter’d to reduce the revolting aie 

: “> 


 and'to bring theKingdom again entire to theHonfe 


Rage 5 the goodnefs of their Caufe they meek 


of David. ‘Their Power was great; fierce was 


not ; and they were going forth with th 
crue] Intentions ; and who fhall Let them ? : ss 


cai ftand before and prevent. them ?--< Thisithen 


Lorp of Hoft did by a Word ; fhewing Himfel£ 
ta be a Man of War inva Wondrous manner. He 


fet 


ye eg 


roe 
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Sent them an order to. lay. down their Arms ; Power 
went forth with His Word; they immediately obey 
and retreat ; nor Prince-nor People oppofe it. 


The account is this, Zhe word of God came unto 
Shemaiah the manof God, faying,Speak unto Rebuboane 
the fon of Solomon king of Fudab, and unto all the 
boufe of Fudab and Benjamin, and to the remnant of 
the people, faying, Thus faith the Lard, Ye  fhall not 
go up, nor fight againft your brethren. the children of 
Vrael : return every man to bis houfes for this thing 
4s from me. They hearkened therefore to the word. of, 
the Lord, and vetirned to depart according to the 


word of the Lord, Whata mighty Work of God was, 


this! What Power hath He over the Hearts of 


Men? Yea ofithe Greateft, who think it an Un- 
fafferable Difhonour to be controuled. or defeated: 


in any thing they have fet their Hearts upon. 


GOD by His Omnipotent Arm dafhes the moft 
daring Defigns in pieces. He quelleth the proud 
Spirits of the moft furious Nimrods, and reduces 
the foaming Billows of Wars and 'umults, into 
the Mott perfe& and delightful Calm and Tran= 
quibity. «» Once more, Sf 


1. The LORD. is eminently a Man of War, as 
§ Over-rules the great Events sof it, and gives 
uccefs ang Viétory to whomfoever He pleafes. 


A Horfe is a vain thing for fafety.; and fo is a 


pei 5 Mail, or thekeeneft Armour: ‘Tho Men 


be never fo well‘equj d and prepat’d for the Bat- 
tle, Salvation is ee. ae frequently are 
Men deceiv’d and miftaken in their Hopes & Con- 
jectures, as_to the Succefs of this and, the other 
Battle and Engagement, whilft they don’t confided 
the over-ruling Hand of Gon, and His Sovereignty. 
in 


rr ae ae ~, ok" 
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in the cafe. The vaft numbers of the Hoft,the a= 
bundance of Armament, Ammunition & Artillery, 
the Skill & Puiffance of the Generals,& the Courage 
and Dexterity of the Soldiers, all fignify nothing 
to depend upon, asto the Ifue and Event.” | © 


That’s a Maxim of Wifdom and Truth. Eccl, 
g. 11. Lhe race ‘is not t0 the fwift, nor the’ battle ro. 
the rong. And ifthe. Lorp be on their fide, one’ 
fhall chafe a thoufand, and two put ten thoufand 
to flight. “Gop can by weak and contemptible 
means overthrow the greateft Powers & Strength.’ 
“Hence let not him boaft that, puts ‘on his Harnefs, 
any more than he that puts it off. | eats i 


Gop determines that fuch fhall go up, and be’ 
flain in fuch an high place of the‘Field ; or fallin , 
fuch a skirmifh and attack :.and of others He de-~ 
figns to cover their Heads in the day:of Battle,thac 
not an Hair of them fhall fall to the ground; He 
gives them their Life for a Prey. ee - 


And fo as to Victory in refpect of the AGion 


-ofthe main Body, hat alfo-is ordered of the: 


Lorp. The Battle is the Lorp’s, and to what 
Narion or Armies foever He wills the Viétory 5 20 thene 
it Joall be given. ‘Thoufands fhall fall down at 
their fide ; Ten Thoufand at their right Hang - 
They hall fhout with the Voice of Triumph , ver 
turn with their Captives and their Spoils, ana b 

exalted in the Songs ; and be crown’d with the 
Honours of their King, and the Acclamations of 
their People. Be 


Thus He that formed all Things,and rul we 
all; He that Thunders in the Clouds; ecko 
the Winds in his Fift, and the Ocean in the Hol- 
low of his Hand, that meafures the Earth with a 

D Span, . 


see 
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Span, and weighs the Mountains in Balances ; He — 


that fits on the Circle of the Earth, does fway the 
Sceptre among the Nations ; and efpecially orders — 
_and influences the great Affairs of Wars and Com- 
motions among them,’ wherein the Lives, Wiber~ 
ties and Happinefs of his Creatures, and. of his 
People, are very nearly concerned. a 


And thus, I conceive, from the Hints that have 
been given, it appears that the Title of ¢ Man of 


War is fitly given to the Lorxp Gon of Ifrael. - 


We have feen wherein it confifts, and many of - 
the Inftances and Particulars, wherein it manifefts 
it felf, And by this I fuppofe the Doctrinal Troth 
is fufficiently confirmed and illuftrated. 1 proceed 
in the next place, ‘ a 


ie Briefly to apply the Trath in ome Ufefal Infe~ 


rences and Refleétions ; more efpecially for the In- ~ 


flruction of the Militia in our Land. 


1 We fee fometbing of the Majefty and Glory of 
the Gop of Iftael, ee He is greatly to be 
eared and praifed by His People. 


mee isthe Almighty Maker of Heaven and 
all thin and the Sovereign Ruler and Difpofer of 
e hace in His Holy Providence ; particularly as 
Mon oes Government of Wars and Fightings a 
He ae © Nations ; in the management of which 
Unij covers His Infinite wifdom,irrefiftible Power, 
Potted Holinefs, Boundlefs Goodnefs, Perfect 


Righteoufnels, and the other Glorious Perfections 
of the Divine Nature, t f 


With whatZerrible Majefty and infufferableGlory. 
_ , does the Lorn Himfelf appear at the Head of all 

the Armies of the Univerfe ; an innumerable Hoft 
confilting 


confifting of all the Creatures ? They are all ob- 
fequious to Him, waiting His Commands ; a Nod 
of His Head, or the Beckning of His Hand, will 
inftantly move whole Battalions and Regiments,as 
well as particular Species and Individuals. 


- Great is our GOD, and greatly to be Praifed, who 
quill not fear before Him,and worfhip His Holy Name 2 
But who can declare the mighty Acts of the Lorn, - 
who can fhew forth all His Praife ? notone. The 
Tongue of Michael or Gabriel would faulter and 
fail in the attempt. This is the KING oF Grony s 
and if you inquire who He is, and why He is fo 
called ; 1 fhall anfwer with the Pfalmift, Pfal. 24. 
3. 10. Lhe LORD frrong and mighty, the LORD 


mighty 1D battel. 
of Glory. 
Let ali His Creatures, all His Hofts and Armies 


ife Him, in Heaven, in Earth, and in all deep 
Bieeee as they are exhorted to do, Pfal, 148. ; 


“9. We fee bence the Lawfulnefs of War, and of: 


the Military Art. 


~ phe Lorn is'a Man of War 5 and fo may and 
fhould His People be, who are part of His Forces, 


> i 
" whenever they are call’d to engage therein ; then 


chey fhould approve themfelves Skilful and Vali- 
ant, for the Loab of Hofts. 


Jn fome cafes, and for fome reafons, it is both 


* sawful and a Duty, to take up Arms and go forth 


to War ; andit is neceflary for Men to fludy the 

Military Art and to acquire a Martial Genius and 

Spirit, that they may either turn the Battle to the 

Gate, and raife the Siege; or Invade a Foreign E- 

nemys and Couragioufly eavem againft them, It 
2 


“ met 


The LORD of Hofts, He is the King 
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is Lawful to take up Arms,in the Defence of our 


Lives and Eitates, to guard our Religious and Civil 
Liberties, and to take juft Revenges on thofe that 
have cruelly Slain our Neighbours and carried into 
Captivity ourFriends, This we fee in the example 
of Abrabam, who had a Trained Band in hisHoufe ; 
in that he purfued thofe that had fpoiled his Kinf- 
man Lot, and led him and his Family into Cap- 


tivity : and by force of Arms refcu’d him and his, 


out of their Hands, 


<There is no Prohibition in Scripture againft a ~ 


Military Profeffion ; were there, fays the great 
PEMBERTON, Why did not the Baptift disband the 
Soldiers that came unto him and demanded of him, 
What they fhould do? And why did not our Lorp 


and Maftér deplume the Centurion, that came unto 


1 


Him?-Why did He not Command him to lay 
down hisCommiffion,as inconfiftent with that Faith 


Which inIfcael it {elf had not a parellel. Thus He. . 


** That God has not forbid a People Cin cafe of 
Neceffity and where amicable Means will not pre= 
vail) to maintain their own Safety and Welfare, 
fi by an armed Violence,againft fuch as wrong- 
rick, ‘nvade them ; or to affift their Neighbours in 
and a Cafe, is plain from the Laws of Humanity 
on clf- prefervation, as well as from the permiffi- 

eed encouragement given to Wars in theJewifh 


ahs, Which was Inftituted by God, who was 


on a Point. fo clear. as this, 


3. Since GOD is filed a, Man of War, the Office of 


@ Siidier foould be efteemed an honourable Profesion 
and Employment, bi es ee 


| : : As 


giver and King.” But I need not infift 
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As the Eftate of Marriage is much honour’d, in 
that Curist is pleas’d to exprefs that great My= 
ftery of the Gofpel,the bleffed Union betwixt Him- 
felf & His Church by it : So the Calling of a Sol-= 
dier or Warrior is much honoured by this, thae 


GOD Himfelf is ftiled a Man of War, and fo often - 


takes upon Him the Title of the Lord of Hofs,and 
God of Armies. wos 


We have but now faid, that the Lorp of Hofts 
js the King of Glory ; and furely fome of His Glory 
will foine and reft upon thofé Soldiers, that ferve un~ 
der Him, and are like unto Him. The Roman?s 


‘honour’d a Soldier much, and the Latin callsa Sol- 


dier and a Knight by the fame name. 


Tt wasan Obfervation of the Learned Dr. Corzow 
Warner, that it was made an Ac among the 
Warlike Spartans, that no Man fhould have an 
Epitaph, or fo much as his Name written upon his 
Grave, if he had not been a Soldier; that fome 
of the chief Dignitary Titles now in the World 
hada Military Rife ; and that the Soldiers in King 
David and King Solomon's Times, were reckoned 
the Wortbies of the Kingdom. 

And indeed, many Monuments in Scripture ave 
raisd to their Honour that were remarkable ee 
their Martial Skill, Valour and Exploits ; theie 
ames are mentioned with Charaéters of Praifs 
they are confecrated to Pofterity, and the fmelj 
thereof is fragrant as the precious Ointment - and: 
t 5 , 
when they Dye in the Bed of Honour, theirNames 
are had in Everlafting Remembrance, my 


. 4. Since the Holy GOD is filed a Man o wee 
Soldiers and Men of War fhould be Holy car all 


In 


3 a 


rests even in Men of Arms. 
& Maxim of Maghiavel,that Religion makes Men _ 
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In’ our Context after Gop-is Magnify’d as 
triumphing -glorioufly over, His and His People’s 
Enemies ; He is, ver.11. faid to be,Glorious in Ho- 
Linefs. Avis very remarkable that Gop’s Holinefs 
in theSacred Oracles is frequently joyned with His 
Title of the Lorn of Hofts. Ifa. 47. 4. 4s far our 
Redeemer, the LORD of Hofts is bis Name, tbe holy 
One of Ifrael. So when the Cherubims and Sera- 
phims, are Magnifying His Glory,in their exalted 


' and unceafing Refponfes, they cry out, as Ifa. 6. 3. 


Hoy holy, holy is the LORD of Hofts. And becaule 
the Great General is Holy, fo foould all His Hoftss 
His Officers and Soldiers be. : 


‘It has been the cuftom of Soldiers to endeavour 


to imitate their General in any thing 5 yea in their 
Very Imperfeétions, ALexaNnDER’s Soldiers counted 
ta graceful Mein to hold their Heads on one fide, 
becaufe Alexander their General did fo. But with 
an bow much more, fhould Chriftian Soldiers, en- 
Aeavour to be like the Lorn of Hofts,in that which 
is his greateft Excellency and Glory ; and which 
will cait a peculiar Luftre 8 Glory on them. Such 
will find, that Holinefs and Valour are not only 
Confiftent with one another, but fubfervient to 
It is a detefta-. 


pecans The moft ValiantSoldiers in the Barth, 
tue, i the moft eminent for their Religion & Ver- 
Wished ¢ 1S true to a Proverb, Proy. 28. 1. The 
t Hleeth when no, Man purfieth ; but the Righe 
ous are bold as.g Tiomen\ 


T fuppofe, fays the ingenuous Syames, that the 


A rove fhone on three braver Warriors, than 
Abraham, Jofhua, and David; .and. yet. who 


more renowned for the Power of Godlinefs than- 


thefe Worthies? Cornelius a Roman Captain was 
Y 4 
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a devout Man, and one that’ feared Gop with all 
his Houfe ; and he had a devout Soldier which 
waited on him continually, Aé?. 10. 2; 7. - 


Prurancn tells us of a Theban Band of Soldiers, 
which they call’d the holy Band, in which there 
was more Confidence put than in any, becaufe 
they profpered above others. «The holy GOD who. 
walks in the midft of the Hofts and. Armies, «re 
quires Holinefsia them, Deut.<23.9,14.. Whenthe. 
Hoft goeth forth againft thine Enemies, then keep thee 

rom every wicked thing: Bor the Lotd thy God waik-. 
eth in the midft of the Camp 5 therefore foal) thy Camp. 
be boly ; that he fee no unclean thing in thee, and turn, 
away from thee. "This is that. Divine Wifdom, of 
which Ecclefiaftes fpeaks, that is better than Wea-: 


pons of War. 4 ah 
5. We fee hence where Soldiers muft repair for,and 
to whom they mult give theGlory of theirMilitary 
Skill, Valour &.Succefs in Wars. viz. Zo the GOD 
of Armies, whois eminently a Man of War. 
We have feen fomething intended in this Cha- 
raéter, and find that a Martial Skill and Genius, 
Spirit and Courage, Conductand Stratagems in 
War, do all come down from the Father of Lichts 
who is the giver of every good and perfe&t Gift, > 


Thofe then that profefs:themfelves Soldiers 
fhould give Thanks to Him, for the difcovery of 
the Military Science, which is fo neceffary to fure 


‘ 


’ 


nifh Men with the methods of Safety and Defence 


againit an Invading Enemy, &c. 


And they fhould carefully, Study and exercife 
themfelves in all the parts of it ; that they may 
gain as thorough and compleat a knowledge there- 
: ip 
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“ins poffibly they can, and that hereby they may 
makevfull proof of their Armour. =-- 


_ And in the Uf of Means, they fhould have their 


Eye and Prayer lifted up to the Lorn of Hofts, that © 


He would fucceed their Studies & Exercifes ; that 
He would teach their Hands to War,and their Fin+ 
gers to Fight, and make them Men of valour and 
Men of renown in their day, becaufe.of their pro- 
ficiency, expertnefs.and prowefs therein. --- 


- And if any do excel in this Martial Skilland are 
very dexterous& active in theirMilitary Exercifess 
or are fired with a magnanimous Spirit and Puif-' 
fance 3 and have been Succefsful and Victorious 
in-a day of Battle : they fhould Religiou/ly Sacri- 

fice the Praife of all to GOD 3; for to Him does it ap- 
pertain. He that teaches the loweft Husbandman 
his Art, teaches the greateft General his Skill ; and 
itis by His Blefling they are both fucceeded. 


4.29 Fob Gop of this Glory, is very provoking to 

Him; the King of Affyria is threatned with De- 

feuction ‘for it. Ifa. 10. 12, 13. J will punifb the 

fit of the Sout heart of the king of Affyria, and the. 

Sbet9 Of bis bigh looks. For he [aith, By the firength 

of ity bard Ihave done it, and by my wifdom ; and I 
26 put down the inhabitants like a valiant man. 


Pages Let not the frrong Man glory in his 
ength, nor the skilful glory in bis wifdom, nor the 
aE) Slory in their fortitude: But let Him 
that glorieth Glory in the LORD alone. But, 


_ 9. We harn thar War is amoft (ure and defolating 
jedgment inflicted by the LORD Hizm/elf. 
As God is a Man of War ; fo the War is fome- 


times rematkably of the Lory: and it is one of the 
greatett 


of Jeremiah 3 
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greateft and moft terrible Judgments wherewith He. 


has been won’t to punifh a rebellious People. 4 


So amazing was it in the apprehenfion of David, 


tho’ a man of War, and moft expert and valiant 


in it, that he chofe rather the Peftilence  fhould 
break in upon his People, than their bloody’ Ene- 


» mies ; tho’ they were to be deftroyed by them but 


for three Months, 2 Sav. 24. 13,14. When Goo 
feckons up his. four, Cardinal Judgments, we 
find War or a devouring Sword marching in the 
Front, Ezek. 14. 21. And itis'a moft diftrefing 
Calamity, when Gop furbifhes a Sword . and. gives 
it a Commiffion, faying, Sword, go thro’ rhe Land, 
cut off, and pare B0b. a 


Should I enter upon a Detail of the Miferies of 
ve fhould I begin, and when thould T end 
d.turn you to the Book of the Lamentations 
there you have the priate Scene 
‘and fome of the Horrors of it defcrib’d, 
eee both faw and felt 00 fmall part Of it E 
nd who can read the tragical Story, without 
joining with the. weeping Prophet in his °Moans 
‘and fay, Mine Bye ! mine Eye ! runneth down 8c. 
‘And if. the bare defcription: of. the direful Cala- 
mmities of War, are fo affecting and grievous, whae 
are the Evils themfelves ?~—« 


it, whe 
I woul 


This, by the way fhould excite our Pity & Cosi. 
paffion, and engage our Prayers, for the People 
that are at this Day, more efpecially in Evroprs 
diftreffed with the Calamities of War, Depredati- 
ons and Bloodfhed. We fhould remember Thos 
that are in thefe Bonds, becaufe we alfo are in 
the Body 3 and fhould confider the AffiGions of 
Jofeph, and deeply fympathize with Him therein 
and not only fo, but fhould add our earneft Pray- 

B Ch'Sy 
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ers, that Gop would deliver them out of their” 


Troubles ; and in the mean time, that He would 
fupport them under their fiery Trials ; and fandtify 
their Loffes in the Sea of Blood ; and that He 


~ would reftore to them their precious Liberties, va- 


luable Eftates, and all the Bleffings of Peace: 
And inorder to this that the Lorp of Hofts would 
not fuffer the Sword to devour any more ; that He 
would fet up his Enfignto Command a Retreat from 
the Field of Battle, and turn'‘Wars into Peace, ever 
nto the Ends of the Earth.---- 


This alfo fhould raife in usa Spirit of Gratitude 
to our Almighty-and moft Merciful.G on, that He 
does not at prefent vifir us with this-foreft Judg- 
ment for our Sins, tho’ they have deferv’d it. 


‘We fhould blefs Gov’s holy Name for the Conti- 


nuance of Peace in the ENGLisH Nation ; anden- 
. < 2 
treat that it may be lengthen’d out ; and that the 


. National Councils and Negotiations may be-fuc- 
But if: 


Ceeded for the reftoring Peace in Europe : ' 
the Nation fhould be call’d to War 3 then to be-' 
feech the LORD of Hofts and GOD of Armies, to 


be on our Side, and to Fight our Battles for us, 


And we thould blef'Gop more efpecially, that 
WE enjoy Peace and Reft in Tuis Lanp. That 
the Lorp who is a Man of War has not called ‘us 
forth into the Field of Battle ; nor fent the Armies 
of theAliens to Invade us,Impoverifh or Deftroy_us. 


The LORD make cur Peace'as a River, and our 
Righteoufne/s as the waves of the Sea; and let our 


ways pleafe the LORD, that our Enemies may ve al~ 
ways at Peace with us. « 


What 
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What now remains, but to Addrefs my felf more 
particularly to the Honourable Company of the Artil- 
lery that have this day pre/s°d me into their Service. 


Mucu Honourep ! 
Forafmuch, as You are by Profeffion Men of War; 


and the ancient Company of which you are the 
Members, was originally defigned to be a Mus/ery 


_ for Military Skill, Difcipline, Order and Courage © 


and becaule it is expected that You excell in allMar-. 
tialExercifes & Exploits ; and that You be ready to 
go forth to War, whenever Divine Providence calls 
unto it:1 have therefore at this time fet beforeYou 
the Divine Exemplar, as a Man of War, for Your 
Inftruction, Imitation and Encouragement.--- 


You fee the Honour that is Refledted on Men of — 


Your Order, not.only by the honourable mention 
that is made of fuch in the Book of Gop3 but alfo 
and more efpecially in that the LorD Himfelf has 
been pleas’d to take the Title of a Man of War, 
of the Gop of Armies,& of one Mighty inBattle. 


Content not Yourfelves with theHonorary Title 


only 5 but feek to be Conform’d to the Bleffed, 


Gop, in His Communicable Perfections,e(pecially 
in His Holinefs which is the Glory of the Divine 
Nature, and will be the greateft Glory of Yours if 
You attain ir : Wherefore be ye Holy 45 GOD is Holy. 


T hope I need not Caution You againft thofe Sins 
and Vices, which will ftain the Glory of Your Cha- 


,,raéter, and have often brought 
Order into Contempt 


Next to this Grace which will make Your Face 
to fhine ; it will be Your Honour to exceed én al? 
E2° the 


the Military ~ 
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ike parts of the Military Art. That You'may all 
toa Man, from the higheftField-Officer to the low=) 
eft private Centinel,know Your Pofis, and be very 
expert, and well Di/ciplin’d Soldiers ; that You may 
underftand the Words of Command, and gracefully 
manage the Exercife of Yiur Arms,Guns and Swords, 
thatYou may readily form your variousBigures ; and 
perform exactly the aumerous Wheelings, Facings, 
Doublings, Counter-Marches, &c. which a: Word of 
Command, or a figaalmay requireof You. That. 
You may know how to Encamp,& Intrench, how to 
day Stiges, and to raife them ; that You may under= 
land the Statagems of War, when to take Advan- 
tages of a Enemy, how to Fight them with their 
own Weapons ; and this either i742 Line of Battle, 
or ta lighter Skirmifbes and Engagements. Yea it is 
expeGted. that Your Company be like that which~ 
is defcribed, Cant. 3. 7, 8. Tbrecfcore valiant men 
are about it, of the valiant of Ifrael. They all bold 
Swords, being expert in war : every man hath bis 
Sword apra bis thigh, becaufe of fear i# the night.--= = 


‘Wherefore make ufe of all the means requifite: 
for this end 3 not only to get the Theory of the 
Art into Your Minds ; ‘but’ to be exact in the 
Practice MApplication of it. And here that advice, 
which was once given to a Spiritual Soldier, may 
be fitly applied to every one of You : Give thy self 
#0 thefé things. that they profiting may appear to all. | 


~- » But. how can this be expected, unlefs You con- 


-flantly attend Your Duty on the days: of Your 


utter, and admit only fach into Your Company, 
that have both a Genius and a Defire té be expert 
in the fevera] parts of Military Difcipline. 


: And to further this Defign yet more ; when the 
Anuiverfaries arrive for the Eledtion of Tour Off 


CerS 


a 
y 
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cers, it is expedient that You make Choice of fuch; 
Perfons among You, that are:remarkable fox: their, 


_ Skill im Arms and-Battles, andithat will iendeavour, 


to diffufe their Knowlege.and. Martial Spirit-intor 
the whole Company : and that will ftand. ready, 
if there be an Alarm of War, to Girdon the Sword, 
quad appear a Glory at Tour Head, to lead You forth 
and Condu& You, with Wifdom, Valour & Order 

not only to.defend Yourfelves and the Cities.of, 
Your Gon); but alfo to offend and vanquifh Your, 
daring Enemies. es SREP aed x 


And having us’d the proper means,feek earncfks 


ly to God for his Bleffing on them, 'The Lorp is. - 


a Man of War ; expert in it, and ready to coms 1 
municate a Martial Skill and Spitit to thofe that 
feek aright unto Him for it, . Give to Him thé 
Glory of your prefent Attainments ; and {eek for, 
the abundant increafe of your: Military Skill, Cou- 
rage and Condué& ; efpecially of the Graces and. 
Pertues of the Divine Life, ‘which will make.you 

~ good Men, good Chriftians, as well.as good Soldiérs,~ 


In Fine, Let the Glory of GOD; the Honour of 

the King, the Love of Your Country, and the 
Defence of Your Religion and Liberties, he: the 
Springs of Your Actions, and the ftrongeft; Mo- 
tives to induce You to anfwer the. Charagtey of 
Men of War, of Mighty, Valiant Men, 4 


And with thefe Hopes & Views, we the Lorp’s 


Minifters, do this Day, with You a Blefing outroE aN 


the Houfe of the Lorn. 


To Conclude.» Let us all Spiritualize the Truths, 


webave beard; and apply: what has be i 

ee . € 
odnInftruction and Encouragement in occa 
Warfare. We'are:alt of us Members of theChurch 


a sy 


Militant, © 


iC" a ae Pe 
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Militant, ‘and: have-numerous anid potent Enemies ' 
to conflict ‘with }“not°only: Flefh and: Blood, not’ 


only’the-Men and Things of the: World, but alfo 
Principalities ‘and Powers,. and Spiritual Wicked- 


~neffes'in High Places: “Their Name is Legon for 


they ‘are: many. 3 d ; 


Now we are no waysa Match for them or equal 


tolthem ; and ifi the Lorp help.us not, we fhall. 
one Day perifh by:theicHands. ‘ToHimtherefore _ — 
BSUS who is. @: 
GOD manifest in Fleo. He is the Captain of our 
Sdloation, the-Captain of the Loro’s: Hofts, and 
an ‘eminent Manvof: War. ‘ i 


fet us all humbly repair: to 7 


Let us feek to Him for Divine Wifdom and Skill,' 
_ that we'mayn’trbe Ignorant of ‘the Devices, Sta- 


_ tagems and:Depths.of our Spiritual, Enemies ; nor. 


of the Methods:how. to:Oppofe and Defeat them.» 


oAnd let: usteek.to Him,for Spiritual Courage and 
Condué? :, that we:may.be able to ftand an affaulr, 
to refift the Devil, and to quench the fiery darts 
of the Wicked onc: 


© Andina Word, we mutt feek to Him to Cloath: 


US with our Spiritual Armour 5 to teach us the ufé 


of it, and to make us Wife-and Succefsfulin it. Let - 


us be fatisfied with nothing lefs than. the intire De- 
feat of the Enemies of our Souls. 


Wherefore, Let us* look unto. Jesus to direct 
and ftrengthen us 5 and Obey the Words of His Qin- 
mand : {0 fhall we be Vidforious in theDay of Battle 5 
and come off Conquerors, yea, more:than Conque~ 


rors, through Him who has Loved us, and Died - 


for us ; who has led Captivity Captive,and drawa 
Satan ia Triumph at His Chariot. Wheels. roel 
; a 


iti te «| ome a pg es ee 
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And when the Warfare is accomplifbed, and the 
Camp is rais’d, and we ave difcharg’d by Death, an 
open Entrance fhall be miniftred to us abundantly 
into the everlafting Kingdom of our Lonrp and 
Saviour Jesus Curist. 


"Then we fhall be clad in White Raiment, have 


_ Crowns put upon our Heads, and Palms in our 


Hands, and our Mouths fill’d with Songs of Joy 
and Triumph ; Yea we fhall joyn the Heavenly 
Hoft and theChurch Triumphant above, in their Hat- 
LELura’s and Anthems of Praife to Gop,and to the 
Lamb that fitteth on the’Throne for ever &-ever- 


I hall clofe with that Doxology, x Tim. 1, 17- 
Now unto the KING ETERNAL, IMMORTAL, 
INVISIBLE, the only WISE GOD, be HONOUR 
and GLORY, for ever and ever. 


((QG 
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